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ple, from the beginning of time, are in my 
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| Fl. Joſeph. de bello Jud. Procem, 


Of all the cities in ſubjection to the Ro- 
mans, our city, Jeruſalem, has been advanced 
to the greateſt glory, and reduced to the maſt 
abje& miſery. The calamities of all other peo 


mind little in compariſon with what the Jews 
have ſuffered. 3 


TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE 
MAs TE Rs of the Bx NCH «» 
OF THE 
Two HonoraBLs SOCIETIES 


OF THE 


X nM PHE 


GENTLEMEN, 


Taxs leave to preſent you with 

the following diſcourſe, publiſhed 
in compliance with your united re- 
queſt, which I ſhall ever look upon 
as a command. 


£ B 2 Your 


TS: 3; SS 5 N | 
+ 3 
Four kindneſs to me on all occa- 
fions, ſince I had the honor and 
happineſs of reſiding amongſt you, 
encourages me to believe that this 
ſmall offering may meet with a fa- 
votable acceptahce. 

The variety of topics it contains, 
and the great importance of the cauſe 
it defends, under your ſanction and 

recommendation, cannot fail to ex- 
cite the attention of the public: 
and if, upon the moſt impartial ex- 
amination, it ſhall appear, that the 
principles are founded in truth, and 
the concluſions ſupported by the evi- 
dence of facts, your view in deſiring 
the publication will be fully anſwered, 
whilſt I have the pleaſure of purſuing 
a plan of defending Chriſtianity from 
the conceſſions of its enemies, and 
the atteſtation of hiſtory, predicted in 
the ſcriptures, and confirmed by 
events, | 


But 


[+] 

But whatever effect this diſcourſe 
may have upon others, your appro- 
bation will do me honor; and | 
muſt own I am proud of the oppor- 1 
tunity you have now given me of de- 1 

| 

{ 


claring to the world the grateful 
ſenſe I have of your favors, and that 
I am, with the moſt perfect re- 


gard, | g 
GENTLEMEN, f 


Your moſt faithful, 


obliged, humble ſervant, | 


GREGORY SHARPE. 
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PSALM xxix. 9. 
In HIS TEMPLE DOTH EVERY ONE 


SPEAK OF HIS GLORY, 


VERY one entering into the 
holy Temple of God is required 


in this pſalm to © give unto the Lord 


the glory due unto his name; to wor- 


ſhip the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
- nels. 


The particular argument, inſiſted 


upon in this hymn, for glorifying God, 


is taken from THE voice or cop, 
in the loud tempeſt upon the wa- 
ters, and when the God of Glory 
thundereth ; the voice of the Lord is 
full of majeſty ; the voice of the Lord 
breaketh the cedars; the voice of the 
Lord ſhaketh the wilderneſs * L 
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deſh ; the voice of the Lord cauſeth ; 
the hinds to * bring forth, and layeth 
open the foreſts.”--- In his Temple 
doth every one ſpeak of. his glory ;” 
---Or, as it is in the margin of the 
Engliſn bibles, — Every whit of 
it uttereth his glory. The voice of 
God, his power and magnificence, are 
diſplayed in his Temple; and when the 
Lord rendereth recompence to his 


* Aben Ezra, the beſt of all the Jewiſh. 
grammarians, critics, and expoſitors, con- 
firms the common tranſlation, which may, 
perhaps, be ſupported by other authorities, 
The Syriac L in Erpenius is rendered 
by comMoveET CERVAs, and in the Eng- 
liſh Polyglot the ſame word by acrTAT 
RAMOs. This latter ſenſe might ſeem to 
be agreable to the Hebrew, if Mx ad- 
mitted o after & and formed the plural in M 
inſtead of . But no one inſtance, I appre- 
hend, can be given of N oAkRs. See 18A. 
i. 29, where you will find oaxs' d not 
Wie. No doubt will remain about the ſenſe - 
of theſe words, if we compare. this paſlage 
with oB xxxix. i. Canſt thou mark when 
the yinDs Do CALVE ?“ MN 5 

enemies, 


„ — — . — — — . —— 


* 


MS 4 

enemies, his voice is ſaid to come 
from the Temple. The ſame voice 
that is terrible to his enemies abroad, 
is a glorious ſubject of praiſe to his peo- 
ple, who are to enter into his Temple to 
acknowledge his juſtice and goodneſs, 
to deprecate his wrath, and beſeech his 
protection: © For when his judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of the world will learn righteouſ- 
neſs +.” All nature, as well as every 
part of the temple, with every one 


who entered therein, proclamed the 
glory of the Lord f. | | 
| The 
* ISAL. Ixvi. 6. 
ISAI. xxvi. 9. 
4 The Greek tranſlators leave out the let- 
ter 1 in 5 & TW Vay Tas Tis Age CoS. 
Pere Houbigant, who too frequently indulges 
himſelf in a liberty of altering the text without 
the authority of MSS. or any neceſſity from 
the ſtructure of the words in the original, 
reads W 55, inſtead of N 155. If ac- 
cording to his VETERES he will have the verb 
to be future and plural, it ſhould be yd), 
and if colle&ive and ſingular, the noun would 


B be 


* 


1 


The deſign, antiquity, duration, pre- 
ſervation, and deſtruction of the holy 
Temple of Jeruſalem, at two different 
and very diſtant periods, contain a 
ſeries of wonders which declare the 
good PROVIDENCE of God in his con- 
cern for RELIGION, the truth of rRO- 
PHECY, Of REVELATION, of. CHRISTI1- 
ANITY, and is therefore a leſſon full of + 
profitable inſtruction, that may well 
deſerve our moſt ſerious attention, 


ſtrative dd, 557. By a very little alteration the 
ſame word in ſound with 155 may be 55 HIS 
VOICE, as in the preceding verſes ; which will 
make good ſenſe ; but it will be {till more 
elegant and critical to ſuppoſe the three laſt 
letters in 922) to be repeated by miſtake, 
and therefore to be intirely omitted. In a 
converſation. with the reverend and learned 
Mr. James Merrick, he ſuggeſted that it was, 
poſſible the letter 5 might have been ſuppreſſed 
by the dageſh in Vg, and the true reading be 
W $5 in two words inſtead of one. Theſe 
ſeveral conjectures ſeem to ſhew the great 
utility of ,the collations undertaken by the 
learned Dr. Keanicott. 


be more 1g Gor with a demon- 


Salem, 


Salem, called alſo feruſalem, is s by 
ſome thought to have been one of the 
firſt cities in the world after the de- 
luge. Melchiſedeck was king of Sa- | 
lem; and, if we give credit to the 

ews, they with one voice declare 
Melchiſedeck to have been Shem the 
ſon of Noah“. That Shem was living 
in the days of Abraham is evident 

* This opinion is maintained by Dr. Hyde, 
in his Notes upon Peritſol; and by Dr. Wallis, 
in his Diſſertatio de Melchiſedeco: — * 

Mr. Anthony Purver, in his note upon 
GEN. xiv, 18. offers a reaſon that he takes 
to be new and ſtronger than any other, to 
prove that Shem, was called Melchi-Zedeck. : 
The name is parted in the Hebrew, the 
former part ſignifying King ; and Sanchonia- 
tho (ſee notes on GEN, iv.) calls Shem Svpic, 
— Sanchoniatho living but about 600 years 
after his death, which might not be many, 
a then ; ; and compiling} his hiſtory 
rom the records in Berytus, begun by Thoth, 
Ham's grandſon, may well be ſuppoſed to 
know by what name he was called.” 

The reader will find a very different mean- 


ing of the word Sypic in the late Dr. Black- 


well's Letters concerning Mythology, p. 346. 
OP from 


K 

from ſcripture chronology ; and from 
the character and dien gnity of Mel- 
chiſedeck many have preſumed that 
he was no other than Shem. As the 
ſon of Noah he had a right ſuperior 
to any of being conſidered as a king 
and a prieſt; and from the excellency 
of his BREE to his father and man- 
kind, he was properly ſtyled the king 
of Righteouſneſs ; and from his diſ- 

poſition, as well as from the name of 
his city, the king of Salem, or of 
Peace. 

He was the younger ſon of Noah, 
and upon account of his eminent Glial . 
piety and virtue, the rights of primo- 
geniture, the covenant of peculiarity, 
the royal and ſacerdotal dignities were 
transferred and appropriated to him 
and his deſcendents, to the diſheriſon 
and excluſion of the elder branches, 
depoſed and ſet aſide by divine pre- 


diction and order. 


+ GEN, xii. 


Noah 


5 
Noah lived after the flood three 
hundred and fifty years, and at his 
death Shem ſucceeded him in a juſt 
title to the patriarchal rights and pre- 
rogatives 

To this high perſonage Abraham 
gave a tenth of all the ſpoils of war, 


and was bleſſed by him. And as Mel- 
chiſedeck was born in the old world 
before the deluge, and ſurvived it, he 
is repreſented as one without begin- 
ning or end of days; without deſcent, 
having no pedigree, a prieſt of a 


dit- 


* According to the Jewiſh chronology, 
Shem, the ſon of Noah, was 390 years old 
at the birth of Abraham. In the ſecond 
year after the deluge Shem, being 100 years 
old, begat Arphaxad ; after which he lived 
Joo years; in all 600 years. Arphaxad when 
35 begat Salah, who at 3o begat Heber, and 

e at 34 Phaleg, who when 30 begat Rheu, 
who after he was 32 years old was the father 
of Serig, from whom when 30 years old came 
Nachor, who at 29 begat Thare, who at 70 
begat Abraham and Aram. Hence, according 

B 3 to 
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| different * 3 -# of Levi; 


and in that and other reſpects ho- 
nored by a compariſon with the Son 
of God. | 

The filence of ſcripture, with regard 
to the actual commencement,  dura- 


tion, and period of, his character, as 


king and prieſt, 1s believed by ſome 5 


be bs reaſon why St. Paul ſays he was 


without father, without mother, with- 


out deſcent, having neither beginning 


of days, nor end of life *. 


Whoever 


to this ſupputation, Shem the ſon of Noah 
was 390 years old at the birth of Abraham, 
who dying in the 175th year of his age, Shem 
ſurvived him 40 years. 
See Hieronym. ad Evagrium. 

* Quomodo hoc intelligendum fit, uno 
ſtatim verbo explicavit aysreaacynros non quod 
abſque patre & matre fuerit ſed quod ſubito 


introducatur in Geneſi occurriſſe Abraham 


a cæde hoſtium revertenti, & nec ante nec 
poſtea ejus nomen feratur aſcriptum— Hieron, 


ad Evagtium. 


But others cannot imagine that the apoſtle 
would 


„ 
Whdever Melchifedeck was, he 


would deſcribe Melchiſedeck under theſe great 
and glorious titles, merely becauſe the ſcripture 
ſays nothing of his birth and genealogy: they 
believe this king of righteouſneſs to be the 
fame who converſed with Abraham on ſeveral 
occaſions; the ſame who appeared to him 
as a man in the plains of Mamre, and became 
his gueſt, If it is objected that the apoſtle would 
not have ſaid, if Melchiſedeck was the Lord, 
that he was like the Son of God, —the anſwer 
is, that the appearance of the LIKENESS of 
a man upon the throne in the viſion of Eze- 
kiel is to repreſent the Lord, the future Meſ- 
ſiah. The ſame who is deſcribed in Daniel 
viit. 12. One LIKE the Son of man, who 
came with the clouds of heaven to the An- 
cient of Days, to whom was given domi- 
nion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages ſhould ſerve 
um; an everlaſting dominion, and kingdom 
never to be deſtroyed. This king is cer- - 
tainly the Meſſiah of the Jews; He who is fo 
often called the Son of man in the goſpels ; 
who is ſtiled the Prince of Peace, Is ALA ix. 
6. the Sun of Righteouſneſs, MAL AC. iv. 2. 
in the ſame ſenſe King of Peace, and King of 
Righteouſneſs, the Salem of Melchiſedeck be- 


„ ing 


16 J 
reigned in Salem, was the prieſt of 
| the 


ing no more a city than Zadick. It ſhould 


ſeem as improper to inquire after the city of 
Salem as after the city of Zadick : and why 
ſhould not peace as well as righteouſneſs be 
ſuppoſed to import the name or character of a 
man ? 

Cunzus, de republic Hebræorum, has at- 
tempted to ſupport this opinion in a very 
learned and curious diſſertation: but he, it 
muſt be allowed, treats his adverſary with 
too much contempt, and the ſubject with too 
much levity, when he urges- Jam etiam me- 
tuo ne Tobiz canem aliquis fine cauda fuiſſe 
putet, quippe nihil de ed ſcriptum eſt. Atha- 
naſius, in luis 1 1G"opic, E15 Tov Meagyiced ee, ſays, 
that Melchiſedeck was without father or mo- 
ther, he having by his prayers prevailed againſt 
them, who were idolaters, that the earth 
might open and ſwallow up his father and 
mother, and all his kindred, with the whole 
city; ſo that nor man, nor altar, nor temple, 

nor beaſt, nor any creature remained, but all 

were ingulphed. AveAVoy Is Meryioeder eis 
T9 9 Sa gp, * T% νον,ν] egen. 0 
Oecs 6 Twy CAN K,, o ToUnous TY oupavoy 
4 Tm Y, 0% er¹q, . TAY movoy aAnbivoy 
bear, 


19 3 
the moſt high God, bleſſed Abra- 
ham, and received tithes of him. 


That 


Dov, emraxacoy pa TH Wor TavTh Hat Tpo5atov, 
ive 000 wage yevorro £7t Ty Wuoiy Te aftAQs 
un Menn, o Toros ade ryernlat xa naTzTN 
aules: xaictermace o T2065 Te MeAyioedex, xa 
£vIews eyarey 1» YI Kai XATETIEY aUTES, Kai 
Taoxy fuAnv Te Menn, guy Tacx Th TAG), Kai 
ouls avbpwuros, s Swmuos, res, 8% apoyor, e 

ris XTIOS TYS TATW TWOAEDS Ewe ANAG TAVTE. 
tan. 

The Aſiaties in general believed Melchiſe- 
deck to have been a Canaanite, king of Salem, 
afterwards called Jebus, and then Jeruſalem. 

Hieronymus oppoſes the opinion of an ano- 
nymous writer, who believed Melchiſedeck 
was the Holy Spirit Perhaps he might not 
differ from Cunæus, if he believed with Juſtin 
the Martyr v IINEYMA e xai Ty Jurapuy 
T1Yy Wapt TE Its adv anno vonoxi Dems, 1 Toy 
AOTON, os xa: mpololox®s Tw e £51. 

Apolog. p. 54. ed. Thirlb. 

According to Origen Melchiſedeck was an 
angel from heaven. 

The reader will give me leave to apply 
to myſelf theſe words from Hieronymus— 


Meum fuit citare teſtes ; tuum ſit de fide teſ- 
tium judicare, 


The 


19 H:: | 
That Salem * was Jeruſalem is evi- 
dent from this declaration of the 
Pſalmiſt 


— — 
. 


—— 


The objections againſt each of theſe opi- 
nions ſeem to be ſtronger than the arguments 
which are urged in ſupport of them. If we 
may be permitted to apply what is ſaid of the 
PERSON to the character and office of Melchi- 
ſedeck, nothing can be more evident than 
the juſtneſs of the parallel which the apoſtle 
draws between him and the Son of God. 
Eternal and immutable were the laws which 
their ſacerdotal functions were principally in- 
tended to ſupport and inculcate- And who- 
ever Melchiſedeck was, as prince or prieſt, if 
not in immediate ſucceſſion to his predeceſſor, 
the names of his parents not being recorded in 


— 


9 7 * » * n 
4 - v Yo * 
ne” RE > 3 aL. A — —— . 8 8 * L 4 
K CEASE. EE EPL -— > RES * 
I Ry _— 2 —— Th — — - — — — — 1 : = — _-- > 


» —. — 


\ the ſacred or royal regiſter, he may with great 
i propriety be repreſented as without father or 
N mother in a regal or ſacerdotal ſenſe. 

q * Some authors, and in particular Dr. Wal- 
50 lis, have endeavored to prove that by Shalem 
| cannot be underſtood Jeruſalem, becauſe it is 


ſeparated by the following words in the ſame 
verſe, from his dwelling-place which is in 
Sion,—To which it may be replied, no more 
than it is from his tabernacle, which is his 
dwelling-place, in Sion, in Shalem. Nothing 
is more frequent in the Pſalms, in the Pro- 

verbs, 
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Pſalmiſt.— . In Judah is God known ; 
his name is great in Iſrael: in Salem 
alſo is his tabernacle, and his dwelling- 
place in Sion. 

The fituation of this city being 
near the place where 'Abraham fought 
with and ſubdued the kings who had 
taken his brother's ſon priſoner, made 
it eaſy for the good old king, if with 
the Jews we believe Melchiſedeck the 
ſame with Shem, to meet the con- 
queror in his way, to refreſh him with 
bread and wine, and give him his 


bleſſing +. 


After 


verbs, and all eaſtern writings, than to divide 
one propoſition into two, and repeat the ſame 


ſentiment! in different terms. See Pſal. xlviii. I, 
. Ixxxvii. 1, 2. 


* PSAL. Ixxvi. 1, 2. 

+ Quodque Melchiſedeki urbs Salem (nam 
plura ſunt loca ejuſdem nominis) fit J®ruſha- 
lem, pluſquam probabile, propter hujus com- 
modiorem ſitum haud ita procul a mari ſalſo, 
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After this the city was poſſeſſed by 
the Jebuſites, and Jeruſalem then 
called Jebus*. They inhabited Jeru- 
ſalem, and the children of Judah 


could not drive them out 4. The 


children of Judah had fought againſt 
it, and ſmitten it with the edge of 
the ſword, and ſet the city on fire; 


but the Jebuſites were not driven out, 


ut dwelt with the children of Judah 
in Jeruſalem.” And that they were 
united and lived together in friend- 
ſhip is evident from the behavior of 
Araunah the Jebuſite to David, whoſe 


1mprudence and diſobedience in num- 


bering the people of Iſrael and Judah 
brought upon them a deſtroying peſti- 
lence, which was not ſtayed until Da- 


ubi a regibus pugnatum eſt; adeo ut ipſe 
quamvis Senex inde tamen in Abrahami oc- 
curſum facillimè prodire potucrit, — Hyde in 
notis ad itinera mundi Per 't(ol, 

* JUDGES XIX. IO, 

+ Josh. xv. 63. 

+ JUDGES i. 8, 21. ; 

vid, 


21 J 
vid, according to the commandment of 
the Lord, built an altar in the threſhing- 
floor of Arattnah the Jebuſite. 
Ihe ſcripture account of this in- 
terview 1s worthy of our particular at- 
tention: © Araunah faid unto David, 
Let my lord the king take and offer 
up what ſeemeth good unto him, be- 
hold here be oxen for burnt-ſacrifice, 
and threſhing-inftruments and other 


_ - inſtruments of the oxen for wood. 


All theſe things did Araunah, as a 
king, give unto the king: and Arau- 
nah ſaid unto the king, the Lord thy 
God accept thee. And the king faid 
unto Araunah, Nay, but I will ſurely 
buy it of thee at a price : neither will 
I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord 
my God of that which doth coſt me 
nothing. So David bought the threſh- 
ing-floor and the oxen for fifty ſhekels 
of ſilver, and David built there an al- 
tar unto the Lord, and offered burnt- 
offerings, and peace offerings : ſo the 


Lord was intreated for the land, and 
3 the 
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the plague was ſtayed from Iſrael.” 
2 SAM. xxiy. 22—25 See 1 CHR, xxi. 
I 8---30. 

David had beſieged ad conquered 
Jerufalem®, and was in poſſeſſion of it 
as king when Araunah made an offer 
of his private property, who ſeems to 
have been vice-roy or governor under 
David over thoſe inhabitants who were 
Jebuſites. Wes 

It is to be obſerved that David had 
acted contrary to the prohibitions of 
the Mofaic law, in numbering the 
people without- a ſpecial order from 
the prophet, ſeer, or prieſt ; and had 
not paid the ranſom: money, nor of- 
fered the ſacrifices preſcribed on thoſe 
occaſions .. 

The place on which David raiſed 
an altar to his God was the celebrated 
mount Moriah, where the Temple was 
to be built; not by David, becauſe 
of his wars, and the blood he had 
ſbed, but by his ſon Solomon, who 

* 2 SAM. V. 7 


: EXOD, XXX. 12—1 6. xxxviii. 25, 26. 
was 


_ —  ; 


1 

was to be a man of reſt, and nz1GN 
in PEacs *, © who in the ſecond: day 
of the. ſecond month, in the fourth 
year of his reign, began to build the 
houſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem, in 
mount Moriah, where the Lord had 
appeared unto David his father, in the 
place that David had prepared in the 
threſhing floor of Oran or Araunah 
the Tebulite+.” | 1 1 tf 

The meaning of the word Mortan, 
a name given to that mountain to ex- 
preſs the dedication of it, and extra- 
ordinary exhibition of the ſon of Abra- 
ham upon it, with reference to the 
future appearance of the Son of God, 
and other important and correſponding 
occurrences foretold by the prophets, 
and accompliſhed by events, is IAH, 
the Lord, sHEwI Nd, INSTRUCTING, . 
and ADMONISHING;---for this was the 
place appointed for ſacrifice, where 
he Temple was to be built: and 


'* x CHRON, Xii. 9. T 2 CHRON. ili. 1. 
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David had been expreſly commanded 
by Gad the prophet, by the Word or 
the Angel of the Lord, to chuſe that 
ſpot for a place of burnt-offerings : 
this mountain was therefore called 
MOkKIAH, Here alſo Abraham was 
INSTRUCTED and ADMONISHED by the 
Lord to offer up his fon Iſaac. The 
birth and preſervation of this extraor- 
dinary perſon were miraculous. By 
him the promiſes were to be conveyed, 
and in his ſeed the world was.to be 
bleſſed by the appearance of Chriſt in 
the fleſh. Iſaac was therefore in a 
wonderful manner preſented and de- 
dicated unto God, to make men at- 
tentive, and to ſupport them in their 
hopes and expectations till the pro- 
miſes ſhould be accompliſhed ; and 
when the ſeed of the promiſe ap- 
peared, and had perfected his com- 
miſſion, it was ſcarcely poſſible, from 
a {1militude in miraculous events, not 
to conne the publication of the pro- 


miſe with the completion of it. 
This 


{ 25 FY 

This was all that was intended by 
the offering of Iſaac ; for when his 
father would have ſacrificed his fon, 
in obedience to the commandment of 
his God, he is prevented by the Angel 
of the Lord, the future Meſſiah, who 
« called to him out of heaven, and 
ſaid, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, 
- neither do thou any thing unto him.” 
Abraham had faid unto his fon 
Haac, when he aſked his father, ſay- 
ing, © O my father, where is the 
lamb for a burnt-oftering ?---My ſon, 
God will provide himſelf a lamb for a 
burnt offering.--When therefore Abra- 
ham lifted up his eyes, behold a ram 
ONE RAM, and not BEHIND HIM, AS 
in our tranſlation*] and he called 
that place Jznovan jiren;” which 
is not © it ſhall be ſeen,” but as it is 
truly rendered in the 8th verſe, © in 


* One or a ſingle ram, that had ſtrayed 
from the flock. -The Samaritan copies read 
c Am; and in DANIEL viii. 3. are the 
ſame words Me Y. 
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the mount of the Lord it ſhall be 


SEEN TO, OR PROVIDED FOR *.“ As 


*The reader may ſee another expoſition 
and illuſtration of theſe words in the Com- 
mentary' upon the Bible by Pere Houbigant ; 
the ſubſtance of which is. as follows 
MxM Dominus viDEBITUR—Non VIDETUR— 
non VIDEBIT— hominis eſt viDERE, Domini 
VIDERI—God ſhewed to Abraham what Abra- 
ham ſaw, and rejoiced to ſee, John viii. 56. 
the promiſed ſeed, the Son, the only-begotten 
Son promiſed,” who © gave himſelf for us an 
offering and a ſacrifice to God.“ EPHES. v. 2. 
This is what Abraham alludes to when he 
called the name of that place Jehovah jireh, 
as it is faid, © to this day in the mount of the 
Lord it ſhall be ſeen.” The expreſſion, * to this 
day,” is as extenſive here as in HEB. iii. 7, 13, 
15. iv. 7. To-day if ye will hear his 
voice,” —daily, through ages, © whilſt it is 
called to-day.” Abraham ſays not, the Lord 
is this day ſeen, when Abraham alone ſaw 
what all were to ſee in ſome future age, but 
*© IT SHALL BE SEEN,” viz. by all.—Nor will 
the words admit another conſtruction. See 
Houbigant in locum. 

Abraham certainly did not ſee the day of 
Chriſt at any other time or occaſion whatever, 
but on mount Moriah, when he was com- 
manded to offer up his ſon Iſaac. 

this 


627 ] 

this was the place appointed for th 
crifice in David's time, towards the 
cloſe of his reign, and for the Tem- 
ple to be built by his ſon; as the 
Lord accepted there the offering of 
Haac, and provided a ram for the ſa- 
crifice ; in this his holy mountain it is 
declared, and foretold that the Lord 
will yxovips for thoſe to whom the 
promiſes were made : for the bleſſing 
is here again repeated, and the pro- 
miſe renewed,---* By myſelf have I 
ſworn, faith the Lord, for becauſe 
thou haſt done this thing, and haſt 
not with-held thy ſon, thine only ſon, 
that in bleſſing, I will bleſs thee--- 
and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt 
obeyed my voice“. 

Hence the city ſaid to have been 
built by Shem or Melchiſedeck was a 
place of reſt and yzace, and called 
by the name of Pzacs. It was pol- 
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ſeſſed by the people of God, who, 


when the reſt of mankind were ido- 


laters, alone preſerved right notions 


of God and his worſhip; to whom 
were committed the oracles of God, 


and who were protected in an extra- 


ordinary manner on accourft of the 
bleſſing conferred on Abraham, and 
in his ſeed on all mankind. God alſo 
provided there a place of ſacrifices, 
and accepted the offerings, there pre- 
ſented; and immediately ſuppreſſed 
the raging peſtilence, as an evidence 
of the remiſſion of David's tranſgreſ- 
ſion in numbering the people. This 
city, where ſtood the holy Temple, was 


therefore called the Holy City; and to 


this day in the Eaſt, as of old, and even 
by the father of the Grecian hiſtory, 
it is called by a word which, in the 
caſtern languages, ſignifies noLy *. 


The 


* Herodotus mentions a city of Paleſtine, 
under the name of KaDpvT1s, not much leſs 
than Sardis, when no other city than Jeruſa- 


lem. in thoſe parts could be compared with 
Sardis. 


D 
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The old name saLRM was c 
into JERUSALEM, by which is to be 
underſtood not HoLY SALEM, nor the 
Temple of s0LomoN, but the szzING 
or POSSESSING PEACE, or the pEACR- 
MAKER, that HOLY, PEACEABLE, and 
PERFECT one; the prince of RACE, 
the Lamp of God, © upon whom, 
ſays Iſaiah, was the chaſtiſement of 


our PEACE;” and who himſelf evi- 
= 


Sardis. Are yap Gowns peyor oupwy ry 
KAATTIOZ ToAcs, n £571: Sugar Twy Ilæ- 
Aaaq voy Kancopmerw! am Is Kd, eons 
TA (ws EO ons.) Tœpd i ou TOAAG tAgac= 
G.. Thalia. And in Euterpe this hiſtorian 
alludes to the engagement with Joſiah in the 
vale. of Megiddo. Compare 2 KINGs xxill. 
29, &c. with theſe words in Herodotus : 
Tres. eon o Nexws ouubanuy es Ma 
evizndt. ple Is Ty pwayxny Ke mov Tys 
Svgans £80av MEYRANY HA. 

The difference between Kaul, p, or 
, the name by which it is ſtill called in 
the Eaſt, will not be objected by thoſe who 
know that it was uſual with the Syrians and 
Greeks to change w into Y, œ into x. See 
Lightfoot. 


C 3 dently | 


198 | 


dently alludes to the name of this 
city, when beholding the city, and 
weeping over it, he ſays, If thou 
hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in 
this thy day, the things which belon 
unto thy RACE] but now they are big 
from thine eyes. For the days ſhall 
come upon thee that thine enemies ſhall 
caſt a trench about thee, and compaſs 
thee round, and keep thee in on every 
fide ; and ſhall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee  . 
and they ſhall not leave in thee one 
ſtone upon another *, becauſe thou 
| kneweſt 


No ſtranger who had before ſeen Judea, 
and the beautiful ſuburbs of the city, but 
now beholding it a deſert, with tears and 
roans lamented the great change. The war 
had defaced all remains of beauty, and no one 
at his firſt approach could know the place, but 
upon the ſpot itſelf aſked where the city ſtood, 
Ouders Te Ti Taha ledaiay 8 r WING NA | 
wegs THIS TP.tws £wpaxws RANGQUACS, ETEEG, 
T1 Tore ſiNemwy epnprey, 8% WAoPugaTo Y 
qe. Thy pelabonnv Th ocoy tyevoilo. T- 
Ta Yap fAULMNATS Th ONREAR TH XKAANES 0 Mon 
At us, 


1 
kneweſt not THE TIME OF THY vis1- 
TATION *,” if: 

Our Lord could not refrain from 
tears, when, beholding this antient and 
holy city, he foreſaw and foretold its 
approaching deſtruction. The holy city 
of Jeruſalem had been preſerved thro' 
ſo many ages by the particular pro- 
vidence of Almighty God, to be the 
reſidence of his people, ſo long as 
they continued faithful and obedient; 
but when they deſpiſed and rejected 
him who was appointed to rule over 
them; when they crucified the Lord 
of life, and denied him ta be the pro- 
miſed - ſeed, or Meſſiah, the Chriſt, 
their prince, the prince of SaLRM or 
Prack, whom all the prophets had 
taught them to expect, they them- 


AE⁰ð x 8% ay Tis GgamNS ETIGaS ry w 
EYVWX9|wy EYVwelrs Toy T aAA& Tapwy 


* LUKE xix. 4144. MAT. XX, 3439. 


C4 ſelves 


* __ 4 = Py — - - — 
— K 0 m 
- 


9 ® 


"16. 3 855 
ſelves were juſtly abandoned. W 

all the figns for his coming were ac- 
compliſhed, and they difowned and 
rejected him, they were rejected, 
becauſe they knew not THE TIME 
OF THEIR, VISITATIONz by which ts 
meant, not the deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem, which ſoon followed, but the 
time in which God remembered his 
holy covenant, the oath which he 
{ware unto Abraham, and vis1iTzD 
and REDEEMED his people +.” 


* Titus, in almoſt all his ſpeeches, declares | 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem to be a juſt judg- 


ment upon the Jews from heaven.---< God 
co-operates with us.---Their miſeries, by your 
valor and God's aſſiſtance, are multiplied. Their 
factions, famine, fiege, and the falling of their 
walls without a battery, do they not manifeſt 
that God is angry with them, — aſſiſts us; 
Suvegyeueres vro Oe - d exavey rn 
Tails TE VuEEpais ape)ais Kai Tas Te Ore ouvege 
ies avtgla acts Yap Hai Nijuosy Hou ToAoge 
N, Kai lia MIYAVNLATPY TITIOVTR THYN Th 
as aA n Ots ue ein poyvis EXELVCIS, Bonbeia fl 


nu re de bello Jud. 1. vi. c. 1. 4. 


+ LUKE i. 68—75. 
They 


0 BY: 

They as a le, together with 
their city, were deſtroyed : they were 
no more to live in one place; they 
were to be diſperſed, and ſcattered 
over the face of the whole earth ; 

they were to ſhew themſelves a ſtand- 
ing miracle of God's mercy and 
judgment to produce and bear wit- 
neſs to the oracles of God, which they 
confirm by their own appearance un- 
der the circumſtances they now are, 
truſtees and guardians, as it were, of 
thoſe divine records for the uſe of 
Chriſtians. What would have ſtill pre- 
ſerved and kept them together in one 
place the city and the Temple, were 
taken from them ; they have now no 
home; and yet are as diſtinct from 
all other men, with whom they live 
in great numbers over all the earth, 
as when they inhabited Jeruſalem in 
its antient ſplendor. 

They could have no Temple, nor 
any ſacrifice, but in Jeruſalem ; and 
when that was deſtroyed, they were 

diſperſed. 
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of the covenant, or token“ of the 


1 J | 
diſperſed. Circumciſion, the mark 


promiſe, could be of no peculiar uſe, 
when the covenant of promiſe was 
fulfilled, and the promiſed ſeed had 
evidently appeared in the perſon of 
Jeſus. All that was /peculiar to the 
Jews; all that obſtructed the general 


union of mankind under one God and 


Savior of us all, the calling of the 


Gentiles, who by adoption are made 
heirs of the promiſe; all that was 
local and temporary became obſolete, 
and of no uſe or ſignificancy; for by 
the accompliſhment of the prophe- 


*The evidence from hiſtory and fact is. in 
favor of the origin or firſt uſe of circumciſion 
in Abraham's family : but ſurely it is not of 
ſo great importance to determine preciſely the 
time when it was firſt practiſed, as ſome have 
made it, fince not the origin, but the uſe and 
application of this rite or ceremony to a reli- 
gious purpoſe was peculiar to the Jews, and 
it might well ſerve as a mark and token of 
the covenant God had made with them, let 
who will be ſuppoſed to have invented it. 


cies 
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cies, and the appearance of the Son 
of God, all theſe things were abo- 
liſhed : facrifices had their end; the 
carnal ordinances, the Temple, the 
Jewith polity, facred and civil, as 
connected with the city of Jeruſalem ; 
all were deſtroyed in one general 
ruin, and the diſtinction of the tribes 

is intirely loſt. | 
This great event is foretold by al- 
moſt all the prophets. The deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem is expreſſed by 1h 
GREAT * Day oF THE LORD : the firſt 


deſtruction by the Chaldeans under 


* The day of the Lord is a day of facri- 
fice and vengeance upon his enemies. The 
deſtruction of Babylon deſcribed in ſuch awful 
terms, as if all nature ſuffered by the ſhock, 
is repreſented as a day of the Lord, 18A1. xiii. 
6. So is the deſtruction of Bozrah and Idu- 
mæa, 1SAI. xxxiv. 8. of Pharaoh's army at the 
Euphrates, JER. xlvi, 10. of Egypt, EZEK. 
xxx. 3. of the heathen, JOEL iii. 14. OBAD. 
15. ZEPHAN. ii. 2, 3. But the GREAT DAY 
OF THE LORD always means the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem. See Second Argument from the 
Prophecies, chap. ix. p. 312. 


Ne- 
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mans under Veſpaſian, Amos, Jere- 
miah, Joel, Zephaniah, Malachi, all 
uſe this language when they ſpeak of 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 

In Joel the firſt and laſt 4 
tion are both foretold. The trumpet . 
ſounds an alarm,“ the day of the 
Lord cometh; THE Day OF THE LORD 
is very GREAT, and who can abide it+?” 
In Zephaniah ſ the ſame proclamation 
is made; the GREAT DAY OF THE LORD 
is near; it is near, and haſteth greatly, 
even the voice of THE Day OF THE 
Lok ;--a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and diſtreſs, a day of waſte- 
neſs and deſolation, a day of darkneſs 
and gloomineſs, a day of clouds and 
thick darkneſs; a day oF THE TRUM- 
PET AND ALARM AGAINST THE FENCED 
CITIES, AND AGAINST THE HIGH TOW- 
ERS. The whole land ſhall be de- 
voured by the fire of his jealouſy; 


+ JOEL li. 111. 
＋ ZEPH, i. 14, 15, 16. 18. for 


tw 7 - 
* he ſhall make even a ſpeedy rid- 
dance of all them that dwell in 
the land. ——The prophet Amos 
delivers the ſame denunciation, though 
in different words: --- The virgin 
of Iſrael is fallen; ſhe ſhall no more 
riſe: ſhe is forfaken upon her land, 
there is none to raiſe her up. TE 
DAY OF THE LORD is darkneſs.” 

This deſtruction is foretold in many 
places by the prophet Jeremiah, who, 
together with the prophet Ezekiel, 
were themſelves eye-witnefſes of the 
truth of their own predictions. 

The plagues that were to afflict the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem were four, 
« ſuch as are for death, to death; 
ſuch as are for the ſword, to the 
ſword; ſuch as are for the famine, to 
the famine; and ſuch as are for the 
captivity, to the captivity.--The ſword 
to ſlay, the dogs to tear, the fowl]s of 
the heaven and beaſts of the earth to 
devour and deſtroy.” IER. xv. xix. 

* AMOS v. 2. 18, 
The 


N 
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The family of Abraham, to whom 
the promiſes were made, were favored 
with ſymbols of the preſence of God, 
in order to maintain right notions of 
God and his worſhip in the world; 
and to preſerve them from idolatry, 
which, from the hiſtory of all other 
men, without revelation, if we may 
judge from facts, ſcems to have been 

6 impracticable. 

The angel of the Lord, the future 

Meſſiah *, frequently appeared amongſt 


them — 


* The pre- exiſtent ſtate and character of 
our Lord under the firſt diſpenſation is proved 
from a variety of texts. See Second Argument 
from Prophecy, chap. ii. Our Lord himſelf 
claims the character, when he ſays, Before 
Abraham was 1 AM, JoHN viii. 58. The per- 
ſon who appeared unto Moſes in the buſh, and 
ſpake to him in mount Sinai, and gave to 
him Aoyia Corte, the living oracles, is by St. 
| Stephen called the angel of the Lord, acTs 
l vii. 30—39. And again our Savior proves 
himſelf to have been the Logos by the com- 
pariſon he makes between himſelf lifted up, 


and 
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them. — To him the cat ad- 
dreſſes himſelf, when his people were 
threatened 


and the ſymbol of his preſence, the brazen, 
ſerpent that was lifted up in the wilderneſs, 
JOHN iii. 14, 15. NUMB. xxi. 8, 9. This is 
farther illuſtrated by the apoſtle Paul, where 
he ſays, Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome 
of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of 
ſerpents, 1 cox. x. 9. Chriſt was the Logos, 
or Word, who, as he created the world, had 
alſo the immediate peculiar care of the people 
of God, and conducted them 1n the wilder- 
neſs. When therefore they murmured againſt 
God, they are properly ſaid to have tempted 
his Word, the Logos, which is Chriſt, They 
were puniſhed by the bite of fiery ſerpents, 
whoſe poiſon was naturally incurable ; but 
when they repented, they were healed, by 
approaching and looking up to the ſymbol of 
the preſence of the Word. The like ſenti- 
ment is ſuggeſted by this apoſtle, when he 
calls Chriſt the rock which miraculouſly ſup- 
plied the children of Iſrael with water, at a 
time when they were ready to periſh for the 
want of it. The ſame divine Word, accord- 
ing to St. Peter, preached to the ſpirits in pri- 
ſon (tied and bound with the chain of their 
fins, as criminals ſoon to be executed) which 
ſometime were diſobedient, when once the 

long- 


I 
threatened with deſtruction from the 
Chaldeans, in theſe words: O the 
hope of Iſrael, the Savior thereof in 
time of trouble ! Why ſhouldſt thou 
be as a ſtranger in the land, and as a 
way-faring man, that turneth aſide to 
tarry for a night? Why ſhouldft thou 
be as a man aſtonied, as a mighty 
man that cannot ſave? Yet thou, O 
Lord, art in the midſt of us, and we 


long ſuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein 
few, that is, eight ſouls, were ſaved by wa- 
ter, 1 PET. iii. 19, 20. Jacob, in his pro- 
phetic benediction of Joſeph and his two ſons, 
implored the protection of that God, before 
whom his fathers Abraham and Iſaac did 
walk ; the God who fed him all his life long 
unto that day ; the ANGEL which redeemed 
him from all evil, GEN. xlviii. 15, 16. This 
tentiment the prophet Ifaiah conveys to us in 
the following expreſſive words: © In all their 
afflictions he was afflicted, and the Angel of 
his preſence ſaved them: in his love and in 
his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, 
and carried them all the days of old,” I1xiti. 9. 
SCC EXOD. xxili. 20—25. JOSH. v. 13. 15. 
W1$SDoOM xviil. 15. 
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are called by thy name: O leave us 
not“. The ſame was repreſented 
under the appearance of the man + 
upon the throne . above the Che- 
rubim, which under the figures of 
four animals exhibited . the four 
ſtandards t of the armies of Iſrael 
| for 
* IBR. xiv. 8, 9. f 

T EZEK. * 6. 10. 26, 27, 28. 
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Aben Ezra upon NUMSB. ii. 2. 

There were figures in each ſtandard, and 
our antients ſaid, that in the ſtandard of Reu- 


ben there was the figure of a man, which 
they argue from the mandrakes : in the ſtand- 
ard of Judah was the figure of a lion, to 
which Jacob has compared him: in the 
ſtandard of Ephraim the figure of a bullock; 
from the text, His glory is like the firſtling of 
his bullock : and in the ſtandard of Dan there 
was the figure of an eagle, in order that they 
ſhould be like the Cherubim ſeen by the pro- 


et Ezekiel, 
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for they had © the voice of ſpeech as 
the noiſe of a nos *,”-—And when 


all 
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In the ſtandards was written e in the firſt, 
va in the ſecond, in the third, and 3 
in the fourth ; of which the initial letters are 
cue Abraham, the middle prov? Iſaac, and 
the final ap Jacob. In the ſtandard of Reu- 
ben there was the figure of a man of the color 
of STR the Sardius, which ſtone was fixed in 
the breaſt-plate for his name, alluding to the 
mandrakes he had found, which are like the 
figure of a man. In the ſtandard of Judah, 
| who 
* EZEK. i. 24. | 
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kl] were to go into captivity; this 
ſymbol of the armies of Iirael, with 
their leader, is furniſhed with wheels 
that muſt go forward, but have no 
power to return . The land was to 
be deſolate, the Temple deftroyed, 
the palaces and city burnt, and the 
people ſent into captivity.— The rea- 
ſon of this dreadful ſentence was, 
they had erected altars and burnt in- 
cenſe unto ſtrange gods: they were 
guilty of idolatry and treaſon, and 
made themſelves abominable with - all 
the filth of the Gentiles. | 


who is called a lion, there was the figure of 
a lion of the color of J an emerald. In the 
_ ſtandard of Ephraim (whoſe father was called 
W an ox) there was the figure of an ox of 
the color of d the Ligure. And in the 
ſtandard of Dan there was an eagle of the co- 
lor of r a Beryl; and the tabernacle in 
the middle, alluding to the HoLY LIVING ANI- 
MALs which ſurround the THRONE OH GLORY. 
And from hence Potentates have learned to 
have flags or ſtandards of various colors. 


+ EZ EE. i. 12. 
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The magnificent Temple of Solo- 
mon was burnt t; the Temple in 
which were preſerved the ark vf the 
covenant, containing the tables of the 
law, with the mercy-ſeat upon it, the 
- PROPITIATORY, from whence the per- 
ſon whoſat between the Cherubim, and, 
by whom all things were made,” con- 
verſed with his creature man. And 
how great muſt have been the glory 
of this Temple! when, at the dedica- 
tion of it, Solomon having made an 
end of praying, fire came down from 
heaven, and conſumed the burnt- 
offering and ſacrifice, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the houſe *.” 
After a captivity of ſeventy years, 
the people of God returned again to 
Jeruſalem, and built the city and the 
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+ Urbs antiqua ruit, multos dominata per annos : 
Plurima perque vias ſternuntur inertia paſſim 
Corpora, perque domos, et relligioſa Deorum 
Limina. Aaeid. ii. 1. 365. 

For a more particular. account of this de- 

ſtruction of Jerutalem, the reader is referred 


to the Antiquities of Joſephus, lib. x. cap. 8. 
* 2 CHRON, Vil, 1. 
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Temple, according to the plan given 
by the prophet Ezekiel. This houſe 


| was not to be compared with the firſt 
in its glory, and conſequently the 
Temple deſcribed by Ezekiel could 
not be the Temple of Solomon +. 

The glory of the ſecond houſe did 
not conſiſt in the grandeur and ele- 


gance 


+ The facrifices appointed by the law of 
Moſes and the whole Levitical law were ap- 


propriated to the Tabernacle and Temple, and | 


the deſtruction of the latter was the end of all. 
This obliged the Jews to invent a third Tem- 
ple, and to apply the prophecies that had been 
accompliſhed by the ſecond Temple to a fu- 
ture Temple; and to aſſert that the plan laid 
down by Ezekiel was not followed by Zerubba- 
bel, but is to be executed in ſome future age. 
The Chriſtians have ſuffered themſelves to 
be impoſed upon by the Jews and the apocry- 
hal writers who were Montaniſts; and many 
of the Fathers have almoſt made the impoſition 
ſacred. But how wild and groundleſs the con- 
ceit! Are we to ſuppoſe then that a plan was 
given for a third Temple to be built at the 
end of the world, and no notice taken of that 
which was to be built in about forty years? 


Are not the times particularly connected with 
n th 
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gance of its ge or ornaments 
in the uſe of the antient nen und 


1 
9 


the captivity by the Prophet, and the —_ 
called upon xo. to put away their 1dolatry'd 
EZEK. XI. 1. xliii. 7—12. Are we to expect 
prieſts of the offspring of Zadock ? EZ RE. xliii. 
19. Are burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, 


with all other Moſaic rites and ceremonies, | to 


be reſtored ? And if ſacrifices are to be ror, 
what uſe or purpoſe, civil, moral, or. reli 
ous are they in that age to ſerve? What bee a 
they then as types to prefigure? May we be 
permitted to call them Antitypes, or imagine 
them to be prefigurative emblems of ſervices 
in the heavenly Jeruſalem ? 

Is this the method of converting the Jews ? 
Is this the new covenant made with the houſe 
of Iſrael and Judah A And are we to ſee the 
old covenant, which St. Paul declared, even 
in his days, to be decd 2d, waxen old, and 
ready to vaniſh away, reſtored again ? HEB, 
viii. 13. Are the able miniſters of the new 
covenant to be obliged to exchange the mi- 
niſtration of the irt of righteouſneſs, of 
life, and of glory, for the miniſtration of con- 
demnation and death? No furely ; the letter 
which killeth, ſhould never be preferred to 
the Spirit which giveth life, 2 cok. 111. 6---II. 


Ie this the Word which God ſent unto the 


children of Ifrael, preaching pe by Jeſus 
Chriſt? ACTS x. 36. | ** The 


* 


1 


other divine {ſymbols and teſponſes; 
but nevertheleſs the glory of the 
latter houſe, according to the prophet 
1 *, ſhall be greater than the 
former, faith the Lord of hoſts : and = 
in this place,” alluding to the name 
of the city connected with the re- 
demption of the world by Chriſt Jeſus, 
« will I give ACR, faith the Lord 
of hofts,---Yet a little while, ſays the 
fame prophet, in the words imme- 
diately preceding, © I will ſhake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the fea, 
and the dry land; and I will ſhake 
all nations ; and- THE DESIRE OF ALL 
NATIONS SHALL COME, and I will fill 
this houſe with glory, faith the Lord 


of hoſts.” 


The difference between the ſecond Tem- 
ple and that deſcribed by Ezekiel is rather 
made than proved by modern Jews, who 
can have no good authority for their aſſertions 
in a matter of ſuch remote antiquity: nor will 
the figurative uſe and application of prophetic 
language by St. John in the Revelations ſup- 
port the Montaniſt in his abſurd conceſſions. 

* HAGGAL ii. 9. | 
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In Joel + the trumpet founds again, 


a new proclamation is made, 


| people return, they are gathered to- 


gether, the congregation is ſanctified, 
the northern army is removed far off, 
the years that the locuſt hath u 
the canker- worm, and other inſtru- 
ments of deſtruction in the hand of 


providence, are to be reſtored : They 


were to eat in plenty, and be ſatiſ- 
fied: And“ after this it ſhall come 
to paſs, that I will pour out my Spi- 
rit,” which happened upon the day of 
Pentecoſt, © upon all fleſh, and your 
ſons and your daughters ſhall pro- 
pheſy.---And alſo upon the ſervants, 
and upon the handmaids in thoſe 
days will I pour out my Spirit. This 


was to precede the other GREAT DAY 


OF THE LORD, the final deſtruction of 
eruſalem, when, as it immediately 
follows, „ will ſhew wonders in 
. the 

22 1. 15. 20 27. * JoEL ii. 28, 29. 
+ JOEL ii. 30, 31, 32 Though this paſſage in 
Jeet plainly relates to the appearances of the 


heavenly bodies themielyes, as trembling and 
obtcured 


TS] 
the heavens and in the earth, blood 
and fire, and pillars of ſmoak : the — 


obſcured by the flights of locuſts, (ſee Bo- 
chart, Dr. Chandler, and other Commentators) 
yet generally in prophetic language, by the 
ſun's being turned into darkneſs, and the moon 
into blood, the appearances of thoſe bodies are 
not foretold ; but, under their appearances in 
their defects or eclipſes, the ſtate not of the 
natural but of the moral and the political world; 
the changes and revolutions in the governing 
powers of kingdoms and empires, are with the 
greateſt propriety and beauty repreſented. | For 
as God created the ſun to rule the day, and 
the moon and ſtars to govern the night, and 
as by their power and influence the great ap- 
pearances of this lower world. are regulated 
and governed ; the earth is moved in its Orbit, 
and the waters flow; ſo in prophetic language the 
governing powers of nations are repreſented by 
the ſun and moon, and the people they go- 
verned by the earth and the waters. Thus when 
God eſtabliſhes a nation, and gives them magiſ- 
trates and laws, he is ſaid in ſcripture To PLANT 
THE HEAVENS, AND TO LAY THE FOUNDATIONS 
OF THE EARTH; and when he renews a go- 
vernment, after having brought it to deſolation, 
he is ſaid To CREATE NEW HEAVENS AND A 

NEW EARTH, 
Thus IsAIAu, li. 15. God fays, I am 
the Lord thy God that divided the ſea, whoſe 
| waves 


SS .* 3 
ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the 
moon into blood. The natural ef- 
7 fects 


waves roared, the Lord of Hoſts is his name; 
alluding to his dividing the ſea, by which he 
brought Iſrael out of Egypt; « and I have put 
my words in thy mouth,” by giving the law, 
te and have covered thee in the ſhadow of mine 
hand,” by protecting thee in the wilderneſs ; for 
what was this dividing the ſea, this giving a law, 
this wiraculovs preſervation in the wilderneſs? It 
immediately follows, © that I may plant the hea- 
vens, and Jay the foundations of the earth, and 
ſay unto Zion, Thou art my people.” 
TheProphets foretell the deſtruction of govern- 
ments under the ſame figure; thus of Idumea: 
* The heavens ſhall be rolled together as a ſcroll 
and all their hoſts ſhall fall down, as the leaf 
falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fip 
from the fig-tree.” 18A1. xxxiv. 4. | 
Of Pharaoh king of Egypt: When I ſhall 
ut THEE out, I will cover the heaven, and 
make the ſtars thereof dark : I will cover the 


ſun with a cloud, and the moon ſhall not give 


her light.” EZ EE. xxxii. 7, 

And that the earth ſignifies in the ſame pro- 
phetic language the body of the people, and 
the ſhaking of it popular commotions and not 
natural earthquakes, is as evident.“ I beheld 
the earth, and lo it was without form and 
void, and the heavens, and they had no __ 

1 his 


C + I 

feats of a e 

Jeruſalem, when the light of the a, 
TR 


This i is the very deſcription of the chaos, and 
yet no more is meant by it than the ruin of 
the Jewiſh ſtate, the utter diſſolution of the 
heavens which the Lord had planted, and of 
the foundations of the earth which he had 
laid. And it is expreſſed afterwards, without 
a figure: I beheld, and lo the fruitful place 
was a wilderneſs, and all the cities thereof 
were broken down at the preſence of the 
Lord, and by his fierce Anger.“ Ir R. iv. 23 
and 26. Again, the earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth is clean diſſolved, the earth is 
moved exceedingly, the earth ſhall reel to 
and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be removed 
like a cottage, and the tranſgreſſion thereof 
ſhall be heavy upon it, and it ſhall fall, and 
not riſe again.“ 13AIAH xxiv. 19, 20. This 
cannot be ſpoken of the natural earth, which 
cannot tranſgreſs its law ; but of the people 
under the image of the earth, and accordingly 
the apoſtle to the Hebrews explains the ſhaking 
of the heavens and of the earth, in the old 
prophecies, of removing the Jewiſh nation, 
and the kingdoms of this world, in order to 
eſtabliſh the kingdom of the Meſſiah. *© Yet 
once more I ſhake not the earth only, but alſo 
heaven”; and this word, yet once more, 
ſignifieth the removing of thoſe things that are 


ſhaken 


I 


and ſmoak, and ruins in that EAT 
AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD. 

In Malachi *, the laſt of the pro- 
phets, is a moſt evident and clear pre- 
diction of the coming of a meſſenger 
to prepare the way of the Lord; of 
John, who was the forerunner of that 
other meſſenger, the Embaſſador from 
heaven, whom the Jews expected, and 
ſought after, and who was ſuddenly 
to come into his Temple; even the 
Meſſenger in the expectation of whoſe 
coming, the Jews, in the days of this 


ſhaken, as of things that are made, that thoſe 
things which cannot be ſhaken may remain.“ 
HEB, xii. 26. This is a ſufficient proof that the 
prophecy in St. Matthew relates to the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem. © Immediately after the 
tribulation of thoſe days, ſhall the ſun be 
darkened, and the moon ſhall not give her 
light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens ſhall be ſhaken.” 
MATT. xxiv. 29. If indeed any proof was want- 
ing after our Lord's expreſs declaration, that this 
generation, the generation then in being, ſhould 
not paſs away till ALL theſe things be fulfilled. 
| * MALACHI Ill. 3. 


prophet 


and moon was obſcured by the fire 


% 192 1 

prophet, are ſaid to have delighted. 
“ Behold he ſhall come, faith the 
Lord of hoſts.”---After this, the day 
that was fatal to Jeruſalem cometh, 
«© + the day that ſhall burn as an 
oven 2, when all the proud, and all 
that do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble, ,and 
the day that cometh shall BURN 
THEM UP, faith the Lord of hoſts, 
that it ſhall leave them neither root 
nor branch.—Behold I will ſend you 
Elyah the prophet, before the coming 
of THE GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY 
OF THE . LORD. ---Hence it follows 
that by THE GRBAT AND DREADFUL 


+ MALACHI iv. 1—6. 

T The hill on which the Temple ſtood 
from the roots ſcemed to be in a blaze, full of 
fire in every part; but the blood flowed more 
copiouſly than the flames, and the. flain 
were more in number than they who flew 
them. —Toy ue Ye 72 lege NoPor e eiCwy ay 
Tis ed og Ble h Tavlovy Te Tupes xalxyt* 
N. SUA Is To ing Te 'Tvg95 EVE 
at Twy Qoyevorlwy TAY TYs Prev2/revy;. See 

Joſeph, de bello Jud. I. vi. c. 5. 
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DAY OF THE LORD is to be underſtood 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; and 
that before the laſt deſtruction of that 
antient- and glorious city, in which 
God, on account of his people and 
his Temple, was faid to dwell, the 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt, and his herald 
John, in the l of Elyah, were 
to appear. 

Nothing ſurely can be more expli- 
cit, more certain, more convincing to 
any unprejudiced mind, than this evi- 
dence for Chriſt and chriſtianity from 
prophecy. Here is no ambiguity, no 
conjecture, no accommodation; all 


s plain and evident, and, with re- 
gard to the laſt deſtruction of Jeruſa- 


lem, the words of our Lord himſelf 


in the goſpels exactly correſpond 
with thoſe of the antient prophets.--- 
The Chriſtians were thus admoniſhed 
by their Lord and maſter to flee from 
theſe days of vengeance, which they 


* MARE XIll. LUKE xxi. 


actually 


L ss J. 

actually did as ſoon as the ſigns that 
had been given them appeared; and 
chriſtianity, by the accompliſhment of 
all theſe prophecies, has the moſt 
powerful atteſtation from providence - 
that could be given of a revelation 
from God. ** 
In every other inftance it muſt be 
allowed, from the names of places, 
and a multitude of other circum- 
ances, that theſe inſpired writings 
of the apoſtles and difciples of Jeſus 
could not have been written after the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; an event 
that had been foretold by Balaam, 
when he faid © that ſhips from the 
coaſt of Chittim ſhall aMi& Aſhur, 
the Aſſyrian, and EBER, or the 
Hebrews, © fo that he ſhould periſh 
for ever. NUM. xxiv. 24. | 

It is not unworthy our obſervation, 
that the deſtruction of every nation or 


* See this interpretation defended againſt 
Dr. Hyde, in the Second Argument from 


Prophecies, p. 172, 173. 
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people mentioned in the old ſcripturei 
is particularly foretold, and every pro- 


phecy of that ſort already confirmed 
by the event; except the laſt deſtruc- 


tion of the fourth beaſt in Daniel, 
which, once the greateſt empire in 
the world, remains to be deſtroyed, 
and given to the burning flames, after 
which the kingdom is to be poſſeſſed 
by the faints of the moſt high; not 
by the Jews, who, in this book, are 
called Daniel's people, and not the 
ſaints of God.---Whenever this pro- 
phecy ſhall be accompliſhed, it will 
be almoſt impoſſible for the Jews not 
to acknowlege our Lord Jeſus to be 
the Chriſt, their Meſhah *. on 

They 


* The conqueſt of Babylon by the Perſians 
under Cyrus, of the Medo- Perſian empire by 
the Greeks under Alexander, and of all the 
earth by the Romans, and of the final deſtruo- 
tion of Rome by the faints of God and by fire 
from heaven, are repreſented and foretold by 
a great image made up of the four metals ; 
the head of gold, repreſenting, as interpreted 


by 


| 1 
They will have no occaſion for a 
third Temple, with all its antient of- 
e 5 MOLE - . ry 
by the prophet,” Nebuchadnezzar and his ex- 
tenfive dominions : for every part of the 
image in this viſion, and each horn of the 
beaſts in the correſponding viſions that follow, 
ſignifies a king and kingdom, and not a king 
without his dominions. The breaſt and arms 
of filver repreſent the Medes and Perſians; 
the belly and thighs of braſs, Græcia; the 
legs of iron, Rome; which when broken into 
ten kingdoms, is repreſented by the ten toes 
of iron and clay, expreſſing its divided and 
therefore diminiſhed force. Theſe great em- 
Pires are afterwards: emblematically deſcribed 
under the appearance of four beaſts : the firſt, 
a lion, with the wings of an eagle, ſwift and 
fierce, and making a prey of mankind. The 
ſecond; a bear, which devoured much fleſh, 
the fame that is in the viſion by the river of 
Ulai, repreſented by a ram having two horns, 
which the angel Gabriel interprets of the kings 
of Media and Perfia---Il n'y a rien de plus 
commun dans les livres de la bible et dans 
tous les auteurs orientaux que de nommer les 
pais par le nom de leurs emblemes, que ſont 
comme les armes du royaume. Voyage de 
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Gand ee altars and ſacrifices, 
and of which the ſcriptures are 7 
| lent ; 


Theſe animals in Daniel are not only em- 
blems of ſtrength and power, but muſt be 
allowed to be uſed with great natural pro- 
priety, as the largeſt bears were found in Me- 
dia, a mountainous, rough, cold country, 
opera, Kai Tpaytlay, Kal uy pa, ſays Strabo ; 
covered with woods, h, ovrnpenss Herodot. 
and a golden ram was worn as a diadem 
by one of the kings of Perſia---Aureum capitis 
arietini figmentum interſtinctum lapillis pro 
diademate geſtans. Am. Marcellin. I. xix. , 

The third beaſt in the firſt vifion of the 
beaſts is a leopard ; in the ſecond, a goat, the 
king of Gracia, and the great horn between 
his eyes the firſt king, Alexander king of 
Macedon, a city that owed its foundation to a 
flock of goats. See Juſtin, I. vii. c. 1. The 
royal city, where Philip the father of Alexan- 
der was ſlain, and in which was the ſepulchre 
of the kings, was called Agæ, Arai, from 
aus, a goat. Age in quo mos ſepeliti reges. 
Plin. I. iv. c. 17. Alexander, that he might ap- 
pear to be the ſon of Jupiter Ammon, ordered 
the ſtatuaries to repreſent him with a horn 
upon his head. Efzazl> Is xat AAS pc 
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ſilent; for our Savior himſelf has 
declared, that they ſhall ſee him 


no 


πναν h wpos f A, e 4n: To anew 
arbęenro u pi e xeparl. | 
Cl. Alex. Cohort. ad Gentes, 

The four ſucceſſors of Alexander, with 
their four kingdoms, are the four notable 
horns that came up in the place of the great 
horn of the he-goat that was broken, The 
little horn that came out of them, the king 
of fierce countenance, &c. is certainly Antio-— 
chus Epiphanes, more particularly deſcribed 
in DANIEL, chap. xi. The fourth beaſt, 
diverſe from all the beaſts that were before it, 
of ſuch ſuperior force, as not to be compared 
to any thing in the natural world, is ſaid to 
be dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly 
ſtrong, with great iron teeth : it devoured and 
broke in pieces, and ſtamped the refidue with 
its feet. This was true of the Romans, 
and of them only, as all the world knows, 
And towards the end of this empire, it was 
to be broken into ten horns, correſponding - 
with the ten toes of the great image, which, 
as horns and parts of the image, cannot im- 
ply two generals living at the ſame time and 
eight kings ſucceeding to one another in the 
ſame dominion, but ten kings, ruling over ten 
E 2 kingdoms, 
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no more till they ſhall fay bleſſed is 
he that cometh in the name of the 
941 Lord.“ 


kingdoms, like the four heads or kingdoms, 
DAN, vii. 6. Ptolemy over Egypt, Seleucus 
over Syria, Antigonus Babylon, and Caſſander 
Macedonia. Dicamus quod omnes ſcriptores 
eccleſiaſtici tradiderunt: in conſummatione 
mundi quando regnum deſtruendum eſt Ro- 
manorum decem futuros reges; qui orbem 
Romanum inter ſe dividant: et undecimum 
ſurrecturum eſſe regem parvulum, qui tres 
reges de decem regibus ſuperaturus fit, Hieron. 
in DAN, c. vii. When Odoacer king of the 
Heruli had taken Rome, the empire was at an 
end, and ten kingdoms, correſponding to the 
ten toes at the foot or end of the image, were 
formed. This diviſion of the Roman empire 
is mentioned by ſeveral authors, without any 
reference to Daniel. See Sully's Memoirs, laſt 
book. Sigonius, in his Hiſtory of Italy, men- 
tions ſeven of theſe kings; the other three are 
the Franks, Britons, and Lombards. The three 
horns plucked up can only be interpreted of 
the Heruli, Oſtrogoths and Lombards ; and then 
it may be left to any one to determine who is 
the little horn, having eyes like the eyes of a 
man, and a mouth ſpeaking great things, 


whoſe look is more ſtout than his fellows : 


who 


. 
Lord“. -The veil of the Temple was 
rent, the wall of ſeparation broken 
down, that the Gentiles might come 
in, The uſe of the Temple, with its 
peculiar rites, were at an end, by the 


who ſpeaks words againſt the Moſt High, and 
wears out the ſaints of the Moſt High, and 
thinks to change times and laws, and they 
are to be given into his hands.---The fame 
horn is to make war with the faints, and 
prevail againſt them, After this the thrones 
are ſaid to be placed * Spoyoi erebnoav,. poſiti 
ſunt throni, and not, as in the Engliſh bibles, 
caſt down; and a very awful deſcription fol- 
lows of the Antient of Days ſitting in judg- 
ment, when becauſe of the voice of the great 
words which the horn ſpake, I beheld, ſays the 
prophet, till the beaſt was ſlain, and his body 
deſtroyed and given to the burning flame.— 
They ſhall take away his dominion, to con- 
ſume and to deſtroy it unto the end. And 
the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs 
of the dominion under the whole heaven 
ſhall be given to the people of the ſaints of 
the Moſt High, whoſe kingdom is an ever- 
laſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall 
ſerve and obey him, viz, the Moſt High. 
* MATT, xxiii. 39. 
E 3 coming 
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coming of Chriſt, and by his death 
and "efarredtion, After which the 

city and the Temple were deſtroyed, 

and the Jews diſperſed, ta be more 
uſeful to the world, This deſtruction 
was foretold by our Savior, and he 
manifeſtly alludes to the Romans, diſ-— 
tinguiſhed by their eagles, which were 
their military enſigns, when he fays 
in this prophecy, «© Whereſoever the 
carcaſe is , there will the eagles be 
gathered together. The light of the 
ſun and moon were then to be ob- 
ſcured, and the very ftars are de- 
{cribed as falling from heaven; cir- 
cumſtances that are not deſcriptive of 
the laſt day of judgment, but of Tas 
GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE 
LORD, which, in ſcripture language, 
always means the deſtruction of 8 
ſalem, and not the end of the _ 
---For when the prophet Joel ſpeak 
of that day, and decclibes the Sar 


+ MATT, xxiv. 28. LUKE xvii. 37, 
one 
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one of the ſour plagues, under a moſt 
beautiful allegory, he repreſents the 
earth as quaking before them; The 
heavens ſhall tremble, the ſun and 
moon ſhall be dark, and the ſtars 
ſhall withdraw their ſhining.“ And 
to remove all poſſibility of doubt con- 
cerning the ſenſe of thofe words in 
St, Matthew, our Savior cloſes his pre- 
dition with theſe remarkable words: 
—<« Verily I ſay unto you, rns GE 
.NERATION ſhall not till ALL THESE 
THINGs be fulfilled.” 2 - 
The great uſe of this hiſtory of the 
riſe and fall of the Temple of God, 
and of the holy city of Jeruſalem, 
which, according to the Jews, was 
built not long after the deluge, and 
by one who lived in the old world be- 
fore the deluge, and which, though 
ance before deſtroyed by the Chal- 
deans, was, after a captivity of ſe- 
venty years, rebuilt, and continued 
till the coming of Chriſt, a period of 
1 above 
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above 'two * thouſand years, is to 


ſhew the good providence of God, in 


. 


fJoſephus, de bello Jud. 1. vi. e. 4. gives 
an epitome of the hiſtory of Jeruſalem— 

Thus Jeruſalem was taken in the ſecond, 
year of the reign of Veſpaſian, and, on the 
eighth day of the month Gorpizus. It had 
been taken five times before, and was now for 
the ſecond time utterly deſtroyed. For Afo- 
chæus king of Egypt, and after him An- 
tiochus, then Pompey, after theſe Soſius with 
Herod took the city, but preſerved it. Be- 
fore theſe the king of Babylon beſieged and 


deſtroyed it, one thouſand three hundred ſixty- 


eight years and fix months after the building 
of it. The firſt founder of it was a Canaanit- 
iſh prince, called in our tongue the Righteous 
King: for ſuch he really was. Therefore he 
officiated as. the firſt prieſt of God, and firſt 
built a Temple, and gave the name of Jeruſalem 
to the city, which before was called Salem. 
But David king of the Jews driving out the 
people of Canaan, dwelt there with his own 
people; and in four hundred ſeventy-ſeven 
years and fix months it was laid waſte by the 
Babylonians. From king David, the firſt of 
the Jews who reigned . to the deſtruc- 
tion of it under Titus, were 1179 years. 
From 


D 

the care of his people, and the pre- 
ſervation of religion, the certainty of 
revelation, and in particular of the re-: 
demption of the world by our Lord 
Jeſus the Chriſt, the glory of the ſe- 
cond temple, the delight and expecta- 
tion of the Jews in the days of the 
prophets, and the Savior of the world, 
who came to fulfil the law and the 
prophets, to complete revelation, and 
put an end to the city and Temple 
of Jeruſalem. | 

Such amazing ſcenes of providence, 
through ſo many ages, all expreſly 
foretold ſo long before the events that 
correſponded with and confirmed 
them, afford an evidence for reli- 
gion, for the Chriſtian religion that 
is irreſiſtible: and if the hiſtory of 
the Jews, and the oracles delivered 
From the firſt foundation unto the laſt de- 
ſtruction were 2177 years; yet could not its 
antiquity, nor its immenſe riches, nor, the 
ſpreading of the nation over the whole earth, 


nor the great glory of its worſhip, ſave it from 
deſtruction.” 
by 
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by the prophets, the holy and in- 
ſcriptures, were read with that 


attention which they deſerve, it would 


be almoſt impoſſible not to believe in 

God and his Chriſt. . 
The Temple of the Jews, their Le- 

vitical prieſthood, their peculiar or- 


dinances were temporary; and having 
ſerved the purpoſes for which they 


were inſtituted, they decayed, waxed 


old, wore out, and were therefore 
aboliſhed, never more to be revived 
and obſerved. + They were as ſhadows 


to 


+ The Jews, from the antient Propheſies, 
vainly flatter themſelves with expectations of a 
recovery of their Civil policy, a revival of the 
TEMPLE SERVICE and a repoſſeſſion of the land 
of Judea. Rut thegenius of Chriſtianity, and 
the tenor of thoſe Propheſies, as interpreted by 
« Chriſt and his apoſtles, declare ſuch a reſtora- 
« tion tothe land of Judea and a revival of the 
«© Temple Service to be manifeſtly abſurd and 
e altogether inconſiſtent with the nature of the 
* whole of God's religious Diſpenſation : for 


e by this it appears, that the moſaic Law or 
1 * 


L 67 J. | 


to paſs away, and give place to doe- 
trines and practices that were more 
ſubſtantial. They were local, and 
peculiar to the Jews, and could not 
continue when the gathering of the 
nations, according to Jacob's prophecy 


cr 
cc 
cc 


Religion (asdiſtinguiſh'd from its foundation, 


natural Religion, on which it was erected) 


was only PREPARATORY to, and TYPICAL 


of the Goſpel. Conſequently, on the 


eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, the political 
part of your inſtitution became aboliſhed ; 
and the Ritual part entirely ceaſed; juſt 


as a ſcaffold is taken down when the build- 


ing is erected ; or as a ſhadow is caſt behind 
when the fubſtance is brought forward into 
day. Nor were you, after this promiſed con- 
verſion, to expect ANY OTHER Civil policy, 
or religious Ritual peculiar to yourſelves, or 
ſeparate from thoſe in uſe amongſt men who 


 profeſt the name of Chriſt : becauſe the goſpel, 


of which you are now ſuppoſed to be pro- 
feflors, diſclaims all concern with political 
or civil matters; and becauſe ALL its profeſ- 


ſors compoſe but ox religious body, under 


one head which is Chriſt.” 
Biſhop Warburton's divine Legation, &c. 


Dedic. to the Jews, page 19, vol, iii. Edition iv. 
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concerning Shiloh “, was to take place. 
The ſcepter was ſame time or other 


to depart from Judah, and a new and 
better + covenant to be made with 


the houſe of + Iſrael, and the houſe of 


* See this prophecy explained in the Firſt 
Argument, and more largely in the Second 
Argument, p. 118— 143. 

+ JER. xxxi. 31 — 34. HEB. viii. 6—13. | 

＋ Hence it is evident that no intire tribes 
were loſt in the captivity. The numbers of 
thoſe who came back were regiſtered in the 
books of EZRA and NEHEMIAH.—“ All Iſrael 
returned, and twelve goats were offered for a 
{in-offering for all Iſrael, according to the 
number of the tribes of Iſrael.” —Throngh- 
out the ſcriptures, old and new, the expreſſion 
is ALL ISRAEL, or the houſe of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah. When our Lord came, he ordered his diſ- 
ciples to © go firſt to the loſt ſheep of the houſe 

of Iſrael.” MAT, x. 6. xv. 24. St. Paul declares 
in the ſynagogue at Antioch that © John had 
firſt preached the baptiſm of repentance toall the 
people of Iſrael.” Acts xiii. 24. And again 
in the preſence of Agrippa, ſpeaking of the 
hope of the promiſe, he lays, « Unto which 
promiſe 


* 


The 


I 
The Temple under the new cove- 
nant is à ſpiritual Temple, built up 
1 0 in 


promiſe our twelve tribes inſtantly ſerving God 
day and night, hope to come.” xxvi. 7. St. Peter 
ſays, God ſent the Word unto the children of 
Ifrael, preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt. x. 36.— 
St. Paul declares that all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved :. 
« When the Deliverer ſhall come out of Sion, 
and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob; 
for this is my covenant unto them, when I ſhall 
take away their ſins, Rox. xi. 26. I will make 
a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael and the 
houſe of ' Judah.” IRR. xxxi. 31. HEB. viii. 8. 
This language could never have been uſed of all 
Iſrael in both ſcriptures, if the ten tribes, if all 
Ifrael had been loſt in their captivity, having 
being carried away into Aſſyria to return no 
more till ſome future coming of the Meſſiah. 
If theſe tribes are yet loſt, the goſpel is not 
yet preached unto $059 the new - covenant 
not made with them, and therefore their 
Meſſiah or ' Chriſt is not yet come !---A con- 
ſequence deſtructive of Chriſtianity, but which 
cannot be inferred from any paſlage in the 
whole canon of Scripture : the contrary may be 
proved from every place in which mention is 
made of Iſrael, the houſe of Iſrael, and all 
Iſrael, after they were gathered out of the 
lands, from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, from 
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TY 
in Chriſt, who is called the mountain 
in Iſaiah: © It ſhall come to paſs 
| in 


the North and from the South.” PsALM cvũ · 
2, 3-»--The perpetual loſs of the ten tribes, 
never yet returning, but 9 in ſome 
part of the earth, ſtill he ken e diſtinc- 
tion of their tribes, and obſerving their rites 
and ceremonies is a fiction, and a mere pre- 
tence of the Jews, ſupported only by L 
phal writings, and a moſt extravagant aſſertion 
of Joſephus, who aſſerts that numeration is 
incapable of expreſſing the infinite myriads of 
the ten tribes that were. in his time beyond 
the Euphrates —A1 Js Stxa gvaar wiper 2 
Evgparts s Ievpo wupicn Its amepoi, at apt 
= pan Aker Aud Lib. l. 4 
5. p. 482. ed. Hudſon. An argument falla- 
ciouſly urged to ſet aſide the evidence for Chri- 
ſtianity, by denying any covenant to have been 
made with the houſe of Iſrael, and therefore de- 
nying the Meſſiah or Chriſt to have appeared; 
for when he ſhall come, a new covenant is to be 
made with the houſe of Iſrael; when all Iſrael 
all the tribes, the ten tribes of Iſrael, the houſe 
of Iſrael, as well as the houſe of Judah, will 
be ſaved. Many of both houſes, no doubt, 
were loſt in the captivity; ſome revolted from 
the Lord, and mingled with idolaters ; 9 
| m 


* 
in the laſt days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


in 


from their connexions by marriage, intereſt, 
and other motives, might remain behind: 
but that ten intire tribes remained, and till 
remain, no body knows where or how, in 
diſtin tribes, diligent obſervers of their law, 
and waiting for the coming of the Lord, is by 
no means to be admitted. Let us therefore 
leave it to the Jews to find out the place where 
the ten tribes now are, whether beyond a 
ſabbatical river, that never reſts but on the 
fabbath, or whether they are in Tartary or 
China—Let us leave it to the Jews to ſhew 
that Iſrael never yet returned; that the goſ- 
pel was never preached to the houſe of If- 
rael; that the new covenant has not yet been 
offered unto Ifrael ; and, conſequently, that 
the Meſſiah or Chriſt has not yet appeared in 
the world.---How. much better would it be- 
come them, and us, and all men to acknow- 
lege the merciful goodneſs of God's provi- 
dence, in providing for the return of fallen 
man to his duty, from the captivity they were 
under to idolatry, to oppreſſive ordinances and 
fin, REDEEMED and RAN8OMED, and BOUGHT 
and SAVED, and admitted into a ſtate of liber- 


ty, ſalvation, righteouſneſs and truth, with 
| a pro- 
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in the top of the mountains, and 


ſhall be exalted above the hills, and 


a promiſe of everlaſting happineſs to all who 
obey the Author of our Salvation, the Prince of 
Life, who was made perfect by his ſufferings, 
and hath obtained eternal redemption.--- 
Every expteſſion made uſe of in the new 
ſcriptures relating to the redemption of man 
is to be found in the prophets, who ſpeak of 
the redeeming of the Jews from captivity. 
Scripture language is always uniform and con- 
ſiſtent; and to interpret ſcripture by ſcripture 
is a rule that ought never to be departed from. 
« Now thanks be unto: God, who always 
cauſeth us to triumph, 2 cok. ii. 14. Who 
giveth us the victory over ſin and death through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 cor. xv. 57. The 
ſame Lord, the woRD of GoD, redeemed 
Ifrael and Judah from. captivity, and the 
world from ſin, and from the wages of ſin, 
which is death.---When the redeemed of the 
Lord were gathered from every part of the 
earth, God is ſaid, in the cvuth - Pſalm, to 
have ſent his Word. In the cxith Pſalm, 
He ſent Redemption unto his people,—and 
delivered them from their deſtruCtions,--- 
God ſent the Word unto the children of Iſrael, 
preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt. AcTs x. 1 
| al 


| I 
all nations ſhall flow unto it*. The 
ſame is the ſtone. cut out without 
hands, which ſtruck the i image, in the 
viſion of Nebuchadnezzar, upon his 
feet, which were iron and clay, and 
broke them in pieces $: The head 
corner ſtone, which the builders re- 
jected f. Now therefore ye are no 
more ſtrangers and foreigners, but 
fellow - citizens with the faints, and of 
the houſhold of God; and are built 
upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the chief corner ſtone; in whom 
all the building, fitly (lined together, | 
groweth unto an holy Temple in the 
Lord; in whom ye alſo are builded 
together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. 


* ISAIAH ii. 2, See alſo MICAH iv. 1. 


$ DAN, ii. 34. 
＋ PSAL. Cxviii. 22. 


T EPHES, ii. 19—22. 
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Thus we ſee the Temple of 

God under the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation is the whole collective body, 
the univerſal church, conſiſting of 
converts from Jews he” Gentil the 
cherubim or four animals of St. 
John“. 
In a leſs general ſenſe every Chriſ- 
tian ſociety is the Temple of God. 
They are God's building.“ Know 
ye not that ye are the T emple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? The Temple of God i is holy, 
which Temple ye are f.“ 

Not only the univerſal 2 RH and 
every ſociety of Chriſtians, but every 
individual Chriſtian is the Temple of 
God. © Know ye not that your 
body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is in you, which ye have of 
God t?” 


* REV. iv. 7, 8. 11 COR. lil. 9, 16. 17. 
2 cok. vi. 16. 1 cok. vi. 19. 2. cok. 


„I. | 
As 


1 =F.- ©. 

As is the Temple, fuck are the fa 
crifices, pure and ſpiritual, and ra- 
tional and moral; for Chriſtians are 
required to prefent their bodies a 
living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is their reaſonable fer- 
vice . Through Chrift we are com- 
manded to offer the ſacrifice of prajſe 
to God continually, even the fruit 

our lips, giving thanks to his name. 


To do good, and to communicate, 


forget not; for with ſuch facrifices 
God is well pleaſed +; which St. Paul 
declares to be an odor of a ſweet ſmell, 
a ſacrifice acceptable, well- pleaſing 
unto God t. St. Peter connects and 
unites the different ideas of Tem- 
ple, prieſthood, and ſacrifice, in his 
deſcription of the church of God un- 
der the goſpel :---* Ye, as lively ſtones, 
are built up a ſpiritual houſe, [the 
Temple,] a holy prieſthood, [the ſa- 


* ROM, X11. 1. FT HEB, Xiii. 15, 16. 


Þ PHIL1P, iv. 18. | 
F 2 crificers, ] 
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crificers, ] to offer up ſpiritual facri- 


fices, (purity, benevolence, and gra- 


' titude, ] acceptable to God by Jeſus 


Chriſt.— Ve are a choſen generation, 
a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye ſhould ſhew 
forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called you out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light“. 

This is the genuine conſtitution of 


the Chriſtian church, the only Tem- 


ple, the only prieſts, and facrifices + 


* 1 PET. ii. 5, 9. 

+ How different are theſe truly Chriſtian 
ſacrifices from the Antichriſtian Popiſh ſacri- 
fice of the maſs! A motly ſyſtem of abſurd 
deluſion and artful impoſture; in which the 
antiquated and aboliſhed- ſervices of Judaiſm, 
and the polluted, and deteſtable ſuperſti- 
tions, and idolatry of the Pagans are evidently 
adopted and conjoined.---A ſacrifice abſolutely 
repugnant to the whole frame of pure and 
unmingled Chriſtianity, and ſubverſive of all 
its ſacred and important intentions! A ſacri- 
fice which can anſwer no purpoſe ſo effectually 
as that of ſhewing that the real ſacrifice of 
Chriſt was a ſervice equally ineffectual and in- 


ſignificant. 
„ Chriſtians 


(mJ 
Chriſtians can reaſonably expect till 
the ultimate completion of prophecy, 
and the time of the reſtitution of all 
things ſhall arrive; when a city, 
formed of the pureſt and brighteſt, - 
as well as immutable materials, ſhall 
deſcend out of heaven from God, the 
new Jeruſalem, prepared as a ETA 
adorned for her huſband.---In this 
city there is no Temple; for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the Temple of it. This city will 
have no need of the ſun, neither of 
the moon to ſhine upon it; for the 
glory of God will enlighten it, and 
the Lamb be the light thereof. The 
throne of God and the Lamb ſhall be 
in it, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him, 
and they ſhall ſee his face, and his 
name ſhall be in their foreheads ;--- 
the Lord God giveth them light, and 
they ſhall reign for ever and ever.--- 
Bleſſed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right 2 
| e 
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the tree of life, and enter in through 
the gates into the city *. 
Seeing then that all earthly tem- 
porary things | are to be diſſolved, 
&« + what manner of perſons ought 
ye to be in all holy converſation and 
godlineſs, looking for and haſtin 
unto the coming of the day of God 
Wherefore, beloved, be diligent, 
that ye may be found of him in 
PEACE, Without ſpot, and blame- 
leſs.” 


* REV, xxi. xxii. | 2 PET. iii. 1114. 
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